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Melon
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Goujons of Sole
Tartare Sauce
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Roast Loin of Pork
Seasoning and App!= Szuce
Roast Potaices
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Brusse! shrouts

Fresh Fru Salad
wvith Cream

Sti'ton and Cheddar Cheeses
Celery
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Coffee and Mints

Muscadet, Claret, Port



Toasts

1. The Queen.
Proposed by E.Kt. W. |. Whittall, P.GL.A.-de-C., Eminent Preceptor.

2. The Most Eminent and Supreme Grand Master, Harold Deveér =ux4
Still, Knight Grand Cross of the United Orders.

Proposed by EKi. W. J. Whinall, P.GL.A.-de-C.. Eminent F.eceptor.

3. The Very High and Right Eminent Great Senezci.al, Rt.Hon. The
Lord Swansea, D.L., Knight Grand Cross 71 \Se United Orders,
and the rest of the Officers of Great Piiary, Presen: and Past.

Proposed by E.Ki. W. J. Whittall, P.GL.A.-dc-C., Emineit Preceptor.

4. The Provincial Prior, R.E.Kt. Jolr-Edward Marston, J.P., Knight
Commander of the United turders.

Proposed by EKt. W. J. Whittull, P.GL: . <le-C., Eminent Preceptor.

Re-oonse by the Provincial Prior.

5. The Provincial Sut-Prior, £.5t. Dr. Norman Alfred Bamford,
P.GLA.-de C., and the Officers, Present and Past, of the
Provincial Mriory of V/arwickshire.

Proposed Ly i Kt. W_|. Whiutall, P.GL.A.-de-C., Eminent Preceptor.
Response by the Provincial Sub-Prior.

6. Praecorian Preceptory No. 565.
2roposed by TKt. Dr. N. A. Bamford, P.Gt.A.-de-C., Prov. Sub-Prior.
Response by the Eminent Preceptor.

7. The Visitors.
Proposed by EK1. D. C. Hooker, P.Dep.Gt.Swd.B., Prov. Vice-Chan.
Response by EKt. R. G. H. Goddard, G.M.B.G., P.Prov.Her.(Worcs.)
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20\‘1"3'6'4‘2' THE PRAETORIAN GUARD

Origin

The Latin word praetor means ‘he who goes before’, hence a leader.  Formerly a
military title as far back as the fifth century BC, it came to be the designation of one of the most
important magistracies in the Roman system of republican government. The term Cohors
Praetroria, literally ‘troops of the leader’, existed by the beginning of the second century BC
and designated firstly those officers on the staff of the commander and then, as these expanded
in number, the general’s bodyguards - for example, the personal staff of Scipio Aemilianus in
the middle of that century amounted to some 500 men.

Foundation

It was in 27 BC that the first emperor, Augustus, created a permanent corps of (S2se
cohorts, stationing them around Rome and placing them under his direct personal cu.aniand.
There were at first nine such cohorts, each originally of 500 but later of 1000 (o2 taree in
Rome itself and the other six in adjacent towns. They served a double 1 wcti~i: as the
imperial bodyguard, and with onc cohort dressed in civilian clothes w2 acting as e
Emperor’s orderlies at his palace on the Palatine. In time of need they coull also serve as ap
additional police force for the city.

History

In 2 BC Augustus relinquished direct personal contr~!. anpuinting two mefects (of
Equestrian rather than Senatorial rank) to command the Prac.yriass; but this dual control did
not last for long. On the accession of Tiberius in 14 AD §¢janus became juiat krefect with his
father, but two or three years later took sole commana. .~ An ambijious man and with
aspirations of succeeding the emperor, he fostered pe~annl loyalty zmon  the Guard and in 23
AD succeeded in concentrating all nine cohorts in ¢ o lnrge rectrzuiz: barracks covering 39
acres near the Porta Viminalis; three of its wa.: cau still be sczn.~ Although subsequently
executed for treason, Sejanus can be crediter. with enhancir ¢ “5e prestige of the Guard - its
members were paid at three times the rate ~£ the ~.ormal leg on>.y soldier as well as receiving
frequent bonuses (donativa) of up to five ine; their .1y 0a 'ne accession of a new emperor -
and in launching the status of the Pra :torian Pref>~t \n ‘he road to becoming the emperor’s
second in command with a wide varisty o2 civil and cwistary functions.  Indeed, the Guard and
its Prefect became notorious in thol w'e of max‘ng anu unmaking emperors.

The first such instanus vas in 41 A”) when they were directly responsible for the
accession of Claudius. Tie; \l\ayed a pre.ninz=i part in 69, the Year of the Four Emperors,
and were responsible tus the 1ynching (€ Lomitian's murderers in 97. But their worst
excesses occurred in 193. Having mvior.ea the competent imperial incumbent Pertinax after a
reign of only three maaths, they then in‘tzlied the totally ineffectual Julianus in his place solely
on the grounds *tar Ye agreed to ay them a larger bounty than his rival. He survived litle
more than twe muaths, howex., | efore being executed by the same Guard on the orders of
the Senat~. At \his juncture Jeptin ius Severus took Rome in a bloodless coup and promptly
instituted a “hooou h refoar.. Freviously the Practorians had been recruited from Italy and the
older R man province:.. ~/erus now disbanded the old Guard and replaced it by a new one
drawn .t st from *he Myrian legions and then from all those serving on the frontier. This
ha< the _nitial =fitu =t o breaking the ‘favouritism® and ‘connection’ by which the Guard had
¢ yme to-operate, bu. 1t did lead to conflict between these new ‘foreigners’ and the Roman
dibcenry.  And in.ume even this new Guard came to indulge in the excesses of its predecessor.

Demise

After Diocletian’s reorganisation of the empire in 293 and the imperial rivalry to which
it led, Constantine determined to put a stop once and for all to any source of potential threat.
Accordingly, in 312 and after a chequered career of nearly three and a half centuries, the

Practorian Guard was disbanded for good.
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